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Introduction

179 million Europeans are currently living with brain disorders — neurological and
mental alike — and this is to steadily increase as the population ages. It is estimated
that brain disorders account for up to 45% of total healthcare budgets and this burden
is expected to grow.
Despite the prevalence of brain disorders in Europe, there are currently no disease
modifying treatments available to cure a wide range of mental and neurological
conditions. Developing treatments that can significantly improve the lives of those living
with brain disorders is extremely challenging – the pace of innovation in this field has
traditionally been hindered by multiple factors, including the complexity of the brain
itself. As a result, brain treatments remain insufficient and research is disproportionately
underfunded compared to other disease areas. This is direct testimony for the
importance of continued support and fostering of innovation in the brain space.

Objectives

The Brain Innovation Days are led by the European Brain Council (EBC), a network of
key players in the brain area, with a membership encompassing scientific societies,
patient organisations, professional societies and industry partners. The concept of the
Days comes from both within the brain and start-up communities, fusing together to
showcase the potentials within the wider brain space. Around the world, researchers,
clinicians, businesses and more are working to not only understand the brain further but
to use this understanding to develop novel treatments and care for the diseases within
our most vital organ. This event aims to act as a platform to encourage interaction
between the communities within the brain space and to showcase ongoing innovation
and vital progress being made.
This year’s theme is Connecting Brains, alluding to the mission of the Brain Innovation
Days to bring the brain community together and encourage contact-building, knowledge
sharing and exchange to fast-track innovation for the benefit of brain research and
those living with brain conditions. We look forward to again bringing together the wider
brain community: researchers/innovators, start-ups, investors/funders, industry,
clinicians, patients and patient representatives, policymakers, scientific societies and
any others interested in making an impact in the brain space.
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History

In October 2020, the Brain Innovation Days were launched in a virtual session,
kicking off one full year of brain innovation, consisting of 3 digital sessions (including
a virtual Pitch Competition) and 1 physical event, held in Brussels, Belgium, in
October 2021.
The in-person event was held across two full days and was made up of plenary
sessions, breakout sessions, Agora and Innovation Showcases, Brain Talks,
exhibition space and the European Brain Summit.

Three Digital
Events

One In-Person
Event

1000+ Registrants
in 2020-2021

80 speakers

Two Pitch
Competition
Winers

83 Countries
Represented

Sectors represented
Industry 8%
Researchers 36%
NGOs 8%
Healthcare professionals 15% Patient organisations 5%
Start-ups 10%
Investors 2%
Other 14%
Policymakers 2%

2022

Moving into 2022, the Brain Innovation Days will shift into an annual platform for the
exchange of knowledge between clinicians, neuroscientists, entrepreneurs, startups, brain industry and policy makers, with the intent and ability to foster dialogue
and create opportunities for investments in research and innovation.
The 2022 Brain Innovation Days will be held in conjunction with the Final Conference
of the European Brain Research Area (EBRA) project, a catalysing initiative for brain
research stakeholders to streamline and coordinate brain research across Europe.
See pages 6-7 for draft programmes of both days.
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Session Types
BRAIN TALKS
Brain Talks are concise, inspiring and thought-provoking presentations from speakers leading
cutting-edge research or activities supporting innovation in brain science.
BUSINESS/INVESTOR PANEL
This panel is an interactive discussion with high-level investors and senior representatives from
pharmaceutical companies on dedicated subjects, such as their organizations areas of interest
in neurology and psychiatry, challenges, their priorities for sponsored research, collaboration and
partnering, etc.
POLICY-FOCUSED ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
This roundtable will bring together key stakeholders in the policy and funding ecosystem, such
as the European Commission (DG RTD/DG SANTE), EIT Health, the European Innovation Council
as well as representatives from the relevant players in the brain space: industry, patients/patient
representatives, researchers, clinicians, etc.
SPONSOR-LED SATELLITE SESSION(S)
Satellite Sessions are scientific sessions led by sponsors of the Brain Innovation Days, which may
be attended by registered participants in conjunction to the coffee breaks. These will focus on
topics driven by our sponsors.
HOW-TO SESSIONS
How-To Sessions will be led by professionals from leading accelerators in Europe, providing
practical information to start-ups and young researchers on topics such as fundraising and
entrepreneurship.
INNOVATION CORNER
Companies are invited to showcase their products/gadget/apps and researchers can present
research posters within the Innovation Corner. Ample opportunities for networking and visiting
such exhibition space is given throughout the programme, including a guided tour of the Innovation
Corner during a networking reception.
PITCH COMPETITION
The 2nd Brain Innovation Days Pitch Competition will launch with a round of applications in April
2022 in order to identify finalists to pitch their start-up and present their business concept to a
panel of experts. Two winners will be chosen: a Jury Prize and a Public Prize.
ONE-ON-ONE NETWORKING SESSIONS AND OTHER NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
Networking and matchmaking will be placed front and centre in this year’s Brain Innovation
Days programme, with ample time throughout the day to foster interaction amongst participants. A
dedicated event app will be launched prior to the event in order to allow for registered participants
to contact each other and plan for on-site, one-on-one meetings in Brussels. Aside from booking
slots to meet other attendees on the day, the app would offer early showcasing of the programme,
sponsor information and dedicated pages and more. We will work with confirmed sponsors to
ensure their branding and requested materials – if part of their package – are fully integrated into
the app.
THEMED NETWORKING SESSIONS
Themed networking sessions will be held throughout the two days, including a Meet the Industry
welcome breakfast on 12 October, where are sponsors will be able to showcase themselves
and meet with participants in the Innovation Corner to present their activities and matchmake
with attendees. Additionally, networking or targeted matchmaking can also be done beyond this
dedicated slot through the matchmaking app (detailed above).

Sponsorship Packages
Opportunities
(Number of sponsors)

Platinum
(2)

Gold
(Max. 5)

Silver
(Unli.)

Price

€30,000
+ VAT (if applicable)

€20,000
+ VAT (if applicable)

€10,000
+ VAT (if applicable)

• 250-word profile max.
• Link to company website
• Opportunity to propose 2
pieces of content (content
at discretion of Partner, eg.
video, scientific article)
• Interview with a company
representative or company
designated contact

• 150-word profile max.
• Link to company website
• Opportunity to propose 1
piece of content (content
at discretion of Partner, eg.
video, scientific article)

• 50-word profile max.
• Link to company website

All

Some

One

Acknowledgement
as Sponsor twice in
a joint sponsorship
acknowledgement post

Acknowledgement
as Sponsor once in
a joint sponsorship
acknowledgement post

Use of event logo for own
communication
Inclusion of a speaker in the
business/investor panel or the
policy roundtable
Option to organise a dedicated
episode within the Brain Talks
series
(before or after event)1
Option to organise a Sponsor-led
Satellite Session5
Dedicated table in innovation
corner2
Acknowledgement of
sponsorship on BIDs website

Corporate Partners’ section on
BIDs website

Inclusion of on-demand material
on the BIDs website and on event
app3
Acknowledgement with logo in
promotional mailings

Acknowledgement in social
media communication

Acknowledgement as
Sponsor twice with
dedicated, individual post per
sponsor

Acknowledgement during the day
of the event
(logo on roll-ups, etc.)
Logo on splash screen of the
matchmaking/networking app
Company visibility at the
Networking lunch4
Mention in Post event report

250 words & logo

150 words & logo

Logo

Number of free registrations for
sponsor delegates

4

2

1

Brain Talks is a podcast produced by Brain Innovation Days, featuring key opinion leaders
and stakeholders from the ever-growing brain ecosystem, discussing the latest breakthroughs,
ongoing research and other exciting topics related to brain innovation. One episode is an
average of 30-45 minutes.

1

The option of a standing table top (2 meters by 0.80 meters) in the Innovation Corner space,
with a maximum of two roll-ups of your choice.
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The Brain Innovation Days will have a dedicated matchmaking platform – available both on
desktop and a dedicated app – to link all attendees to each other prior, during and after the
event. This app not only allows for attendees to plan meetings with each other and exchange
one-on-one, but also for the showcasing of speakers and sponsors. Here we would propose for
an extensive sponsor section in the platform, with the following options: Platinum sponsors to
have an unlimited number of material (such as links and documents); Gold sponsors with the
option of 2-3 chosen material plus links and Silver Sponsors with their clickable logo.
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This includes 1 joint banner (all sponsors), 1 joint table for documentation (one brochure per
sponsor) and 1 banner per sponsor clearly visible in the lunch area(s).
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A Sponsor-led Satellite Session is a personalised 45-minute session on innovation in the
brain space, led completely by the Platinum Sponsor, including the topic, session design and
speakers invited. The session will take place during the main programme, partially in conjunction
with the coffee break(s) in a visible space. The session will have visibility in the main event
programme and communications, though autonomy is given to the sponsor to lead their wider
communication on the session.

5

Sponsorship Add-ons
PITCH COMPETITION – € 10,000 (Available to Platinum and Gold Sponsors)
• Acknowledgment in all dedicated communication
• Access to direct contact with any applicants of interest for matchmaking opportunity
• Participation in the application evaluation panel (and jury on the day)
INNOVATION CORNER – € 10,000 (Available to all Sponsor levels)
• Overarching sponsorship of the set-up of the Innovation Corner – meaning an area branded
by the sponsoring company
• Acknowledgment in all dedicated communication
• Acknowledgement by BID Chair during the BID programme
• Dedicated table in the Innovation Corner or option to host a start-up/company in the
Innovation Corner and/or have a research poster on display

EBRA Final Conference and the Brain Innovation Days
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMMES
11-12 October 2022 ∙ Les Ateliers des Tanneurs ∙ Brussels, Belgium
October 11th 2022: EBRA Policy Event and Brain Innovation Days

Final Conference of the European Brain Research Area (EBRA) Project
8:00 – 9:00

Registration

9:00 – 9:10

Welcome by Project Coordinator, Prof. Monica Di Luca

9:10 – 10:40

The impact of the European Brain Research Area project

9:10 – 9:25:

Mapping of the European brain research landscape
One of the EBRA partners

9:25 – 9:40:

The Shared European Brain Research Agenda
One of the EBRA partners

9:40 – 10:40

Supported Brain Research Clusters: Activities and deliverables
David Henshall, EPICLUSTER
Paolo Fusar-Poli, Prevention of Severe Mental Disorders cluster
Mara Dierssen, TRISOMY21 cluster
Roger Adan, BRAINFOOD cluster
Sabine Hoelter-Koch, Predictive Model Systems cluster
Thilo Van Eimeren, European Cluster for Imaging Biomarkers

10:40 – 11:10

Break

11:10 – 12:55

The future of brain research and brain health

11:10 – 11:30: Keynote
Wolfgang Oertel, EBC president
11:30 – 11:50: Patient involvement in Brain Health
Joke Jaarsma, EFNA president

Erik Vandereycken, Gamian - Europe
11:50 – 13:00: Statements from the European Commission and Member States
European Commission (DG- RTD, DG-CONNECT, DG-SANTE, DG-JRC)
Member states (France, Spain, Germany, Belgium, Italy, etc)
12:55 – 13:00

Closing remarks
Monica Di Luca, EBRA coordinator

13:00 - 14:30

Lunch for the EBRA & BIDs
*Registration for the Brain Innovation Days opens at 12:30

Brain Innovation Days 2022 – Day 1
14:30 – 14:40

Welcome & Opening Ceremony
Prof. Wolfgang Oertel, President, European Brain Council

14:40 – 14:55

Brain Talk – Serendipity in Research: Expecting the Unexpected
Research and innovation take years of research but some of the most
famous discoveries were accidental. In this talk, the speaker will explore how
much breakthroughs in the brain space are determined by chance and luck
and what is needed to make a serendipitous discovery?

15:00 – 15:30

Introduction of the official Brain Innovation Days matchmaking tool and
audience icebreaker
Bettina Hausmann
Innovation isn’t just about what you know, but also who you know. The
speaker will share tips and tricks on how to network and introduce the
audience to the Brella matchmaking tool.

15:30 – 16:15

Panel Discussion: Connecting Brains to Generate Disruption
Effective and efficient collaboration and cooperation is identified as the key
success factor to achieve brain research and innovation full impact. In this
panel, representatives from major research networks and innovation hubs
will come together to discuss the importance of collaboration to generate
disruption in the brain area.

16:15 – 17:00

Coffee Break and Sponsor-led Satellite Session(s)
Grab a coffee and take a break or join the scientific satellite session led by a
our sponsor(s).

17:00 – 18:00

Launch of the European Brain Foundation
Presentation by European Brain Foundation Chair, Prof. Patrice Boyer and
discussion with Board Representatives

18:00 – Onward

Networking Reception and Walking Dinner in the Innovation Hall
Grab a glass of wine and take closer look at the stands and posters in the
Innovation Hall, featuring the latest innovations and poster presentations.
Later, enjoy a musical performance and walking dinner to mingle with all
attendees and speakers from both days.

October 12th 2022: Brain Innovation Days – Day 2
9:00 – 10:00

Networking Breakfast: Meet the Industry and European Societies
Grab a coffee and meet our sponsors and knowledge partners in the
Innovation Corner or attend your pre-scheduled one-on-one networking slot.

9:40 – 10:00

How-To Session: Taking Complexity. Making it compelling. Find the right
message to bring your brain innovation to the market
Come to this How-To Session organized by Ohoo, the go-to market team
specialised in healthtech, medteach and digital health.

10:00 – 10:30

Welcome and Brain Talk: Out of the Box Innovation
Welcome by Prof. Wolfgang Oertel, President, European Brain Council
Brain Talk by Prof. David Nutt

10:30-11:30

Investor Panel: “High Risk, High Reward”
A discussion panel with leading European venture capital investors focused
on or actively investing in CNS, neurology, psychiatry and brain related
innovations, including both bio-pharma and imaging, AI, medtech and digital
technologies.

11:30-12:30

Pitch Competition
After a pre-selection of applications from start-ups in the European brain
space, the 5 finalists will now pitch their idea or product to the jury and the
public in 180 seconds.

12:30 - 14:15

Networking Lunch and One-on-One Networking Slots

13:55 - 14:15

How-To Session: Topic TBC

14:15-14:30

Brain Talk: The impact of innovation from a patient/carer’s perspective
Tim Buckinx, Epihunter
“Dad, you work in digital, can you create a light that turns on when my brain
switches off?” In this talk, the speaker will present his view as a parent on a
patient-driven innovation.

14:30-15:15

Panel Discussion: Funding Models
In this policy-focused panel, representatives from major European funding
institutions will discuss innovative funding models, highlighting public-private
partnerships.

15:15-16:00

Networking Coffee: Meet the Experts
Grab a coffee and meet the speakers of the day and other key attendees in
the Innovation Corner or attend your pre-scheduled one-on-one networking
slot.

15:45-16:30

Panel Discussion: Health Systems Readiness
There is a clear need to rethink the management of brain disorders and
redesign the care pathways. In this panel discussion, the speakers will address
the topic of health systems readiness.

16:30-17:00

Pitch Competition Award & Closing Ceremony
The winner of the 2nd Brain Innovation Jury Award will be announced. Also,
the 2nd Brain Innovation Public Award for Best Pitch will be revealed.

17:00-18:00

Closing Networking Reception

Contact the BIDs Team
Email: info@braininnovationdays.eu
Website: www.braininnovationdays.eu
Phone: +32 (0) 2 513 27 57

